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THE MINNESOTA HINDU DHARNMIC SABHA CONSTITUTION:
Preamble

In order to promote, maintain, teach and practice our social, cultural and practical welfare of all Hindus and
interested people who want to partake in MHDS's funcfions here in Minhnesota, we hereby ordain this
organization as one of the representatives iri the Hindt Community. Further it should be noted in no way
will MHDS discriminate against people because of their race; sex, or age.
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ARTICLE I NAME & OFFICE

The.name of this organization shall be the Minnesota Hindu Dharmie: Sabha Vishnu Mandir, also
known as MHDS Vishnu Mandir. The purpose of this organization shall be:
1. To practice and teach Hindu customs, traditions, and ceremony;
2. To implement cross-Cultural awareness within the Twin Cities as well as the State-of
Minnesota; _
3. MHDS shall be a volunteer, non-political, and non-profit religious organization.

ARTICLE Il PURPOSE & OBJECTIVES:

MHDS Vishnu Mandirshall be eperated exclusively for worship in the Hindu faith, educational,
cultural, and charitablée purposes. ‘
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" ARTICLE [Il. ORGANIZATION

- MHDS Vishnu Mandir shall be governad by its Constitution and Bylaws. If a confiict arises in the
interpretation of these, the ambiguity shall be resolved by the Executive Board, the Trustee Advisory
Couricil and General Assembly. . MHDS shall not e operated for-profit.

ARTICLE IV: MEMBERSHIP

Membership in MHDS' Vishnu Mandir shall be gratted to any individual who subscrjbes:t‘s‘- itg ‘
objectives and wishes to further its cause. Individual Membership shall be granted to anyone who is
at least, 18 years old, and shall be ehtifled to one vote once they pay membership dues, Family

Membership shall be granited to any family (with uhmarried childrer over the age of 18 years fiving in

the same household). The family unit will have one vote each for the spouses and one vote-for gach
unmarried child/Children over the age of 18 years once they paid their meibership dues. One
membership due is required for family membership. Members shall be pait of the general assembly
and shall vote in the elections of officers. Members: shall hold any office, and must be a paid
member two years prior to the election year and meet the additional qualifying criteria.

ARTICLE V: GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING

The General Assembly meeting shall occur at least-once per quarter throughout the year and the:
general matters. of the mandil’s business shall be discussed, including financial report and the
welfare of the mandir. As per miembership agreement, all information should be handled ina
confidential manner,

ARTICLE VI: EXECUTIVE BOARD | o
The Executive Board shall consist of individuals elected af the Annual Election. Any MHDS: Vishniu
Mandir member in good standing is eligible to be an Executive Board member, but must have been
a paid member in the prior {wo calehdar years to be an eligible candidate and meet the qualifying
criteria as defined in the bylaws. No. officers shiall be eligible for more than two consecutive annual
terms without an intérval of one year off from thé current position, Members of the Executive Board
are serving on a voluntary basis. Vacanties shall be filled by epen nominations and then sléction by
the General Assembly. A minimum of one-third (1/3) of the members of the Executive Board shalll
constitute a quorum for the transaction of mandir's business

ARTICLE VIl EXECUTIVES

The MHDS Vishnu Mandir Executive Boad comprises of the foilowing officers: a President, a Vice
President, a Secretary, an Assistant. Secretary, a Treasurer, an Assistant Treasurer, a Program
Coordinator, an Assistant Program Coordiniator, six (6) Committee Members, & Kirtan Group Leader,
an Assistant Kirtan Group Leader, All Exécutives shall be elected at the Annual Election and should
be a paid member for one prior calendar year. The President shall be the chief executive officer of
MHDS Vishnu Mandir and shall have-gerieral direction of the affairs of MHDS Vishnu Mandir-and
general supervision over its several officers and committees. The Vice President shall exgicise the
powers and perform all the duties of the President's office in the absence of the President. The
Secretary shall keep the miriutes of MHDS Vishnu Mandir, maintain a membership roster, a roll call
of attendance, and such books, papers and records as the Executive Committes may direct. The
Assistant Secretary supports the Secretary to execute all dufies as outlined and acts in the role of
the Secretary during his/her absence. The Treasurer shall receive all funds, including dues, feés,
charges, other donatiohs and shall deposit such funds directly into the: MHDS Vishhu Mandir's bank
within two businiess. days and twenty-four hours for regular services.. He/she:-shall disburse
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funds only as authorized by MHDS Vishnu Mandir Exécutives, keep appropriate records of réceipts
and expenses and exhibit such records at reasonable times to any member of the Executive Board,
The Assistant Treasurer supports the Treasurer to' execute all duties as outlingd and ots in the role
of the Treasurer-during his/her absence. The Program Coordinator is responsiblefor organizing
weekly programs and hosting weekly Sunday services or special events for the Mandir.

ARTICLE VHiI: TRUSTEE ADVISORY COUNCIL

The Trustee Advisory Council shall consist of: Chair, Vice Chair, secretary and two (2}
additional members serving for one (1) four year term. Trustee Advisory Council metmbers
may serve one (4) yedr term-in one position but may serveé additional terms i different
position if elected, they may also serve additional termg for four years.

ARTICLE 1X: COMMITTEES

The Executive Board may establish as many sub-committees as desihed necessary, to carry out
MHDS Vishnu Mandir business. The Executive Board may alter, revamp or discontinue any sub-
committee.

ARTIGLE X: NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

If more than one candidate is nominated, the trustee advisory couticil assisted by the pundits: shall
furnish the ballots with candidate names, conduat the election, tally the votes #nd declare the
results.

ARTICLE XI: FINANCE

The fiscal year of MHDS Vishnu Mandir shall bethe period starting on January 1% and ending on
December 31

ARTICLE XII: GRANT MAKING

The making of grants/contributiohs and otherwise rendering finaricial assistance to meet MHDS
Vistinu Mandir objectives defined under Article If of these Bylaws shall be within the power of the
MHDS Vishnu Mandir's Trustee Council and Executive Board with the approval of the General
Assembly

ARTICLE XIll: AMENDMENTS

The Bylaws may be amended by following the améndment procedure of the MHDS Constitution..
This Constitution may bé amended by: Submitting a written resolution to the MHDS Executive
Committee one week prior to the General Assembly meeting in which the amendment will be
introduced. During that time the resolution of proposed ameridment shalf be discussed and
approved or disapproved by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the totat voting membership of the MHDS
General Assembly. I 2/3 of the majority of voting members is not present then the decision will be
made by the turrent. executive board and the board of frustee to approve or disapprove,

ARTICLE XIV:; TAX EXEMPTION

MHDS Vishnu Mandir is organized exclusively for charitable, educational, and culfural purposes,
within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 or the corresponding
provision of any future United States Internal revenue faw)
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ARTICLE XV: _DISSOLUTION

The notice to consider dissolution of MHDS Vishnu Mandir shall be submitted to all eligible voting
members of MHDS Vishnu Mandir at least six (6) weeks in advance of the date of a meeting of the
General Assembly called for the purpose. Dissolution shall require a three-fourths (3/4) majority vote
of the eligible members,
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE
FILED
12/28/2015 11:59 PM

Steve Simon
Secretary of State




State of Minnesota
Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State

Steve Simon
December 28, 2015

Minnesota Hindu Dharmic Sabha, Wishnu Mandir
4022 Washington Ave N
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55412

Receipt
Account Number: 113143316

Work Item Number Description Fee Amount
86256180003 Amendment $55.00
Total Fees $55.00
Payment Type Reference Number Payment Amount
Check 1107 $55.00
Total Payments $55.00

An overage amount will be refunded after 60 days from the date on this notice if not used.

Business Services
MN Retirement Systems Building
60 Empire Drive #100
Saint Paul, MN 55103-2141
Phone; 651-296-2803 or 1-877-551-6767 Minnesota Relay Service: 711

E-mail; business.services@state.mn.us
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